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Synopsis

A wildly imaginative novel about a man who is reincarnated over 10,000 lifetimes to be with his one
true love: Death herself. First we live. Then we die. And then...we get another try? Ten thousand
tries, to be exact. Ten thousand lives to "get it right". Answer all the big questions. Achieve wisdom.
And become one with everything. Milo has had 9,995 chances so far and has just five more lives to
earn a place in the cosmic soul. If he doesn’'t make the cut, oblivion awaits. But all Milo really wants
is to fall forever into the arms of Death. Or Suzie, as he calls her. More than just Milo’s lover
throughout his countless layovers in the Afterlife, Suzie is literally his reason for living - as he dives
into one new existence after another, praying for the day he’ll never have to leave her side again.
But Reincarnation Blues is more than a great love story: Every journey from cradle to grave offers
Milo more pieces of the great cosmic puzzle - if only he can piece them together in time to finally
understand what it means to be part of something bigger than infinity. As darkly enchanting as the
works of Neil Gaiman and as wisely hilarious as Kurt Vonnegut’s, Michael Poore’s Reincarnation
Blues is the story of everything that makes life profound, beautiful, absurd, and heartbreaking.

Because it's more than Milo and Suzie’s story. It’s your story, too.
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Customer Reviews

| don’'t write many reviews. | read a LOT of books. This is the best one in a long time. Thoughtful

and funny. This is certainly worth your time and money. Thanks to Michael.

| really really liked this. | don’t give 5 stars, but | did today for this book. Sweet without cloying, funny



without being maudlin, it is about hope and love.

Death Be a Lady TonightBy Bob Gelms Well, | have to pass this along. According to Michael Poore
in his latest, Reincarnation Blues, the whole AfA¢A & -A A“deathAfA¢A & -A A-thing is nothing
like we have come to expect it to be. First off, the moment you die you get an escort and not,
surprisingly enough, the Grim Reaper, Death, the Pale Rider, or Satan. In this case, Death is a
woman named Susie who isnAfA¢A a -A 4,¢t scary at all and her job has been greatly
exaggerated. She escorts you to see two old women, Mama and Nan. It is they who decide whether
or not you have used your life to become one with the universe, gain total wisdom, or get it right.
Apparently, you get 10,000 opportunities and then awaiting you is eternal oblivion. Our hero, Milo, is
eaten by a shark this time around. Milo had already used up 9,995 lives and Nan and Mama were
more than a little impatient because Milo still hadnAfA¢A a -A a,¢t figured it all out. They had a
strong suspicion that he was dogginAfA¢A a -A 4,¢ it because, you see, Milo was hopelessly in
love with DeathAfA¢A a4 -A AAfA¢A & -A AjsorryAfA¢A a -A AAfA¢A & -A ASuzie. Nan
and Mama figured Milo liked dying so he could be with Suzie for a while before he had to go back
and try for total enlightenment one more time. He only had five chances left. Nan and Mama were
so upset they started sending him back as a bug and other humiliating things but Milo kept putting
himself in harm’s way. Among other methods of dying, Milo had had a steel girder dropped on him,
was executed three times, beheaded in China, hanged, shot, crushed, speared, run over by a
chariot, and died 14 times in combat. His favorite death, however was when he was captured by the
Turks and flung by catapult back over the wall at Vienna. Awaiting him at the end was his true love,
DeathAfA¢A a -A A|.IAfA¢A & -A a,¢m sorryAfA¢A & -A A|.Suzie. She was always waiting
for him. If you believe in evolution, please note: you donAfA¢A a -A 4,¢t come from dust, no
matter what they say. You come from water and you go back to water when you die. Milo woke up
by water virtually every time he died and Suzie was there waiting. She loved Milo. Together they
hatched a complicated plot where they would go back together and live happily ever after. That
wasn’'t working out too well. So, Suzie was prepared to quit her job. She was the only Death. There
was no precedent. As | hope you have guessed by now, this is a wildly imaginative novel after the
fashion of a 20th century master, Kurt Vonnegut. In my opinion Mr. VonnegutAfA¢A a -A a,¢s
best novel is CatAfA¢A & -A a,¢s Cradle and Mr. PooreAfA¢A a -A 4,¢s book has a lot of the
same themes in it. They both have different styles and Mr. Poore does not try to be Kurt Vonnegut.
They both have very different strengths. They are both exceptionally funny. | laughed out loud a few

dozen times at Reincarnation Blues, mostly at MiloAfA¢A a4 -A a,¢s mischievousness. The book



is an unequivocal joy to read. IAfA¢A & -A &,¢m not sure Mr. Poore was saying anything
cosmically profound through the characters of Nan and Mama, though come to think of it maybe he
was. They seem to take the place of God. Death could very well be a woman and God could be two
old biddies. Anything at all beats the portrayal of God in the Old Testament. Who the hell am | to
say? Milo is supposed to represent all humans and

DeathAfA¢A a -A AlsorryAfA¢A & —-A ASuzie represents part of immortal beings we know
nothing about. After reading Mr. PooreAfA¢A 4 -A a,¢s book | no longer believe in Death. | do
however believe in Suzie. She is everything | want the Grim Reaper to be. | might, if | could, point
out the obvious: there is absolutely no mention of hell anywhere in the book. None of the characters
seem to have read DanteAfA¢A a -A 4,¢s Inferno. Nan and Mama are the caretakers of
humanity, surely a better job for God than the Supreme Threatener, the Almighty Smiter of Cities,
the Celestial Bringer of Floods, or the Cosmic Vendor of Hellfire and Brimstone. It would be utterly
pointless for Mr. Poore to write a sequel, as this book is as close to perfect as you can get.
Everything works astonishingly well and AfA¢A a -A A“a good time is guaranteed for

allLAfA¢A a -A A« Enter at your own risk; Reincarnation Blues will not leave you alone. It will keep
poking you in the chest until you finish it and then it will live on in vivid Technicolor inside your

head.AfA¢A a -A A« What a long strange trip itAfA¢A & -A a,¢s been.AfA¢A a -A A-

In this tale, souls get 10,000 chances to reach perfection. If they achieve this, they go into the great
cosmic soul forever; bliss, but with no individuality. If they fail, they are obliterated forever. Most
people manage it in significantly fewer than 10,000 lives. Not Milo, though- Milo is at 9,995 and
itAfA¢A a4 -A a,¢s not looking promising. Milo knows this- at least between lives, he does. During
the resting period between lives, a soul is fully conscious of all their lives. In MiloAfA¢A a -A a,¢s
case, two spirits (deities? Avatars?), Ma and Nan, aid (mostly by harassing) his journey to
perfection. Also with him between lives is one of the many avatars of death, Suzie. Suzie and Milo
are in love. They want to find a way to stay together. Also, Suzie wants to stop being death and
open a candle shop.We follow Milo through a number of his lives. Lives can be as anything; trees,
kings, cats, pirates, slugs, slaves, male, female, poor, rich, whatever. He comes *close* to
perfection, but somehow always screws it up at the end. The lives are pretty interesting; short tales
of near perfection in a prison, turning around the human race on a different prison world where the
Water Cartels run everything; and tiny tales, a page long or less, of marching in Selma Ala., and
hiding a cache of Polish pornography from the Nazis. Some tales of being not so nice a person. He

also has adventures between lives, too- the afterlife is quite a busy place. The whole book is a



collection of short stories, with Milo (he tends to keep that name throughout) as the star of them all.
Some parts are horrific, some are very funny- his style reminds me of Christopher Moore (and, at
times, of certain periods of Robert HeinleinAfA¢A & -A a,¢s work)- but for some reason, Milo
never seems to take anything seriously. It made it a little difficult for me to really feel for him. Suzie
isnAfA¢A a -A a,¢t around enough to make a real connection with her. | really enjoyed the book-
itAfA¢A a -A a,¢s a lot of fun!- but for some reason | just canAfA¢A & -A &,¢t make it five stars.

Four stars out of five.
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